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"Having CIS as part of our community is very important. We must get 
the community involved in what's taking place in the schools. Having a 
CIS representative [in the school] is very impactful because they can 
tend to the specific needs of the students that we serve." 
DR. RONALD WOODING II, PRINCIPAL, CALDWELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

 

 

 

 

"The headwinds of poverty are blowing stronger than ever, holding 
more and more young people back from achieving in school and moving 
into a fully self-sufficient life." 
DANIEL CARDINALI, PRESIDENT, COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS 
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Every year, 1.2 million students drop out of school. That means that 
every 26 seconds a student in America loses his or her path to a better 

future. At Communities In Schools of Tennessee (CISTN), we work 

with schools, communities and families to surround our students with a 
caring network of support to help them stay in school and succeed in 

life. 

 

This year, Communities In Schools of Tennessee continued to expand 

its role in schools and education sites, helping to break the cycle of 
poverty, school failure and underemployment. What sets Communities 

In Schools apart is the organization's holistic approach to addressing 

both the academic and nonacademic needs of students. 
 

 
This report outlines the accomplishments of Communities In Schools 

of Tennessee during the 2014-15 school year, as well as projections for 

the upcoming school year. 
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■ 

COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS OF TENNESSEE UPDATE 

Widely known as the nation's largest and most effective dropout-prevention 

organization, Communities In Schools is a national network of passionate professionals 

working in public schools to surround students with a community of support, 

empowering them to stay in school and achieve in life. Since coming to Tennessee in 

2012, CISTN has grown significantly and continues to deepen its impact for thousands 

of Tennessee's most vulnerable students.  We are committed to tracking and 

measuring our data to ensure we are dedicating our time and resources 

where we can make the greatest impact. In a short amount of time, we have already 

begun to see students make progress. 

CEO/ TENNESSEE STATE DIRECTOR 

ANNE WEBER, Creating Lasting Change 

We are excited to share with you the results of our work over the past 

year. This report highlights the successes we have had which are a 

direct result of your generous support. We have been busy building 

relationships with key stakeholders, tracking and measuring our work 

and planning for the rapid growth ahead of us over the next few years. 

Our site coordinators, who are located within the schools we serve, work 

tirelessly to build a strong foundation for the students that is supported by 

a caring adult and backed by a robust and rigorous 

program. 

As we anticipate the future, we are excited for all the changes that lie 

ahead. In Nashville, we look forward to building a strong partnership 

with the new city and school leadership. In Memphis, we will continue 

to collaborate with both the Shelby County Schools and the 

Achievement School District as we significantly broaden our reach. 

Above all, we are excited to see more children reach their potential as 

we change the picture of education for Tennessee's most vulnerable 

students. Thank you for the opportunity to share the significant impact 

of our journey with you. 
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